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to denote the bad Jew, the man who could not recite the Skema,
nor the morning and evening prayers, who did not wear the
ritual fringes (zizith) on his garment, who omitted to don the
phylacteries (tefillim) necessary to proper devotion, who ate
without first washing his hands; the man who, having a son*
neglected to teach him the Law, or, having property, did not
pay his tithe to Jahweh—in a word, the non-practising Jew.
The scrupulous observers of the Law, who banded themselves
together in small societies (chaburah) for mutual edification, and
called themselves chaberim, came to regard such a man as
unclean. Moreover, the term fam ka-ares also developed the
meaning of unlearned, as contrasted with the man who had
attended the Schools and was instructed in the Law. Since,
then, we find that the unlearned, the non-practising Jew, and
the plebeian are all comprehended under the same term, it is
tempting to conclude that among the lower orders, hindered
already in the strict observance of the Law by the limitations of
their lives of toil, there were many lax, and even indifferent,
with regard to religion. It was in these " sinners " (d//agTQ)Aot),
as the Gospels suggest,1 that Jesus was principally interested,
and whom he found among the lower orders with whom he
consorted. It is to these also that reference is made in the
passage in John vii. 49, " this people which hnoweth not the law"
Prudence, however, would counsel us to resist the temptation
of such deductions and to avoid the conclusion they suggest.
In the first place, it is far more likely that persons lax through
indifference were to be found among the rich than among the
poor. It is pre-eminently the publicans to whom the term
fam ha-ares applies, and they were certainly not afflicted with
poverty.2 In the second place, an unlearned person, astray in
belief and practice from the point of view of a scribe of the
period after the fall of Jerusalem, need not have been a non-
practising Jew.3 The force and depth of the popular move-
ment which produced the Great Rebellion prove that the
common folk of Palestine sincerely believed in their religion
1	Mark ii. 15-17 ; Matt. ix. 10-12 ; xi. 19 ; Luke xv. 2 ; xviii. 13-14 ;
xix. 7, etc.    The question has been raised whether the babes (vrfmoi)
who, according to Matt. xi. 25 (cf. 21, 15) and Luke x. 21, received the
revelation denied  to the wise  and prudent ((bio  coy&v xai cvvgt&v),
might not be identified with the "am ha-ares.    The same question has
also been raised hi respect of the little ones (jUiKgofl, for  whom Jesus
shows such solicitude (Mark ix. 42 ;   Matt. x. 42 ;   Luke xvii. 2, etc.).
In neither case is it possible to give a definite answer.
2	Buchler,   Der  galilaische   Am-haaretz   des   zweiten   Jahrhunderts,
Vienna, 1906 ;   Montefiore, Syn. Gospels, i, p. cviii.
3CCLV, i, 655 jflP.;   659 ff.

